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LETTKHS FROM THE PEOPLE. <
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liCtter from Kaltlgh, W. C.
^

Raj.ftoh, N. C., February 17th. 1871. \
To the Kiht»r of the New National Kra: \
Tbe Senate, a? a Court ot impeachment. ha* |

been crowded during tbe entire week. On

Tuesday Mr. Badger, respondent's counsel, put (

this question it Vm. «I. ^Murray: ''Witness for

prosecution, do you know of the existence of a j
secret polit cal organization in your county |
known as tf»e Ku Klux Ktan ?" Oov. (Iraham.
counsel for the managers, objected; whereupon
a debate upon tbe question ot the admissibility (

of the testimony commenced and lasted three i

days. The Chief Justice ruled that it w as ad-

luissible, and the sheriff (Mr. Murray) was re- (

railed. He said lie saw ten men in white
shrouds, with horns on : they came to his house
one niglit and a-ked for water, lie was deputy
sheriff. When ssked why be did not nrrjest
these men, said be did not know it was against
41.a in»v iii .1.<irnjst»_ /1lie law had been

passed over a year previous to this date )
\\ hen this .Slate w,.» admitted back iuti the

Union, it was distinctly laid down thai the life,
hnib, and property of the hoiubleat of the citizensshould ever be protected. Now the State
is in the hand= of the slave-power, and how is
this thus ? White inen have organized themselvesinto secret murdering political bodies,
and they ride the country through, spreading
terror wherever they make their appearanee ;
and by these midnight murders that they have
perpet rated a Legislature, two-thirds of whose
meuilKTs are Ku Klux, has beeu chosen over

the loyal blacks ai d poor whites of this State.
4,Oh Shame ! where is thy blush ?"

The leader of the loyal people, Governor W.
IV. liolden, «s to-day being tried for using his
strong arm as Governor to protect the loyal
people. Slavery is lieing re-established in the
State just as fast us legislation can do it. Can
Congress stand idle and wink at all these outrageson the poor white men and the frecdineu?
It is very discouraging to think of. It is
strange for one to think that in any portion of
this State the condition of the colored people
is far inferior to what it w as four years ago.
A strong memorial is on foot, backed up by

the live and energetic leaders of the colored
people, to have some of their number placed
"in the calendar" of the resectable and lucrativeoffices. The qfficea, both Federal and
State, are filled exclusively by white men.

The whole machinery of internal revenue in
this State is conducted alone by w hite man.

Not aii assistant of any kin«l, or even a clerk,
is a colored man. The colored population are

perfectly justifiable iu making this demand
and it is nothing more than right " to let
them in.'

It is proposed to bold a caucus here during
this month and appoint a committee to draft
a memorial setting forth this matter, and urge
the President to make some changes.
A leading colored man informed your correspondentlast Wednesday that it was bis

pinion that many colored people were getting
discouraged because the white men (nnd in
most cases they being of no party influence)
held all the good places. *lle thought that if
some changes were made in this direction, as
above stated, atid protection given to the loyal
people at the ballot-box, the fttatewnald change
front by the election of a Republican ConstitutionalConvention, and a return to the Republicanfold in 1872.

It cannot be argued that the colored people
^ are without suitable persons in their ranks to

fill these offices, for they certainly have some

very fair educated and energetis business men

among their number.
This is an important matter, especially to

the members of Congress and Senators who
have governed these matters in this State.
Besides the above statement, it is also claimed
that nearly, if not all, the clerks and assistantsin the revenue and custom offices in this
State are Conservatives or Democrats, and
that they w ield no political influence to the
Republican party iu elections, and that it is
due to those who wield the influence to have
some of the spoil® of office.

It seems to l»e generally conceded that the
Republican party iu this State must have a new
loader. In the House of Representatives of the 1
General Assembly the Republicans have chosen
fortheir leader the Hon. Tazewell I. o Hargrove,
a native white man, n lawyer by profession,
end a man of extraordinary executive ability.
This, coupled w ith his military training aud
bravery, point a hiin out as the coming man.
None donVt bis honesty of purpose in cutting
looee from the sinking ship of Pcmocracy.
Kven if one of the violent rebel newsnaDera

thought *o. it would be un»afe to expose it,
unless in the most delicate manner, it is said
lie will not tale a personal insult, and that he
will allow no one to traduce him or ostracise
bis family because of his position in the Republicanparty. This young man is to be the
next Governor of this State, and the party
will haven leader well worthy of the cause.

Lko.

L>etlcr#fiout Ualteiton, Tri«»

Gai.vkston, Texas, February 9, 1871.
To the Kdifor <f the X<tu Satzonal Hra :

1 have been shown a letter written by Mr.
M. hi. Holland, of Washington City, to Hon.
G. T. Ruby, State senator, in which the writer

bay* "Judge Nelson, of Galveston, is the sub
ject of much criticism as to manners aad know 1
dgs. * * 1 it the speech he made he shame-

fully abused the colored people of Texas ; said
the Government had dune enough for the black
man ; that colored men lmd nothing to coinplaiuof; that the colored people of Texas
would draw all tin ir wages in whiskey, and
many other things hurting to a native of that
State."
Now, writk regard to inv being the subject of

criticism, 1 presume this may be true. 1 would
not suppose that one of my race.the colored
race.could possibly be the sole representative ]
of the State of Texas in a national convention
assembled at the Capital for the purpose of die |
cussing national questions vital to uot only the j

. -VV) w mi lauvdKg Cine>C!» Ul
tue country, aud take uu active part *1 1 did,mud be placed upon several importaut comuiittoos,aud report and dtscu«i measures both iuthe committee room and in the convention, and
escape even severe criticism ; but that one ofray own race should be the ouly person fouudto misconstrue what I did, and misrepresentwhat I said, and descend so low as to endeavorto injure u.e by availing my "uiannfcra" andwhat little "know cupe" 1 have labored to attain10 the limited sphere h-reiofore allotted tooar mje, is rather singular and uaploasant.On this point I will bo excuse 1 for reminding

'critics" that in discharging that duty they
hould avoid, when on the subject of "knowledge,"falling into the very errors they nrecritisising.
What extended know^dge and learning are

lisplaved in the last sentence Mr. Holland uses

in the above quotation.** things hurting to a

native of that .State !" I will do him the justice
to suppose, at least, that he means something
tic did not know how to express in the English
language, and remind him that "a little learn
ing is a dangerous thing." Hotter "drink

Isrply, or not at all."
Passing fn>i* this point. 1 desire to say that

[ was not prepared to hear such glaring fa's-*
toods as are contained in the letter of Mr.
Holland. It is utterly false in every respect
that I either tnaligfal or abused my own ra^e

nr any ot'iar in my speech in the convention or

jlsewhere. I spoke of facts in which I am

nistained hy the record* of the country. 1
lenied that * Texas is a den of thieves, rob

hers, murderers, and liars." I admitted, what
is true, that there are bad men in Texas : und
claimed, if what was said of Georgia, South
Carolina, and some other Southern States he
true, that Texas was fur better ofT than they. I

deny now that we have within our borders
none other than "cut-throats, thieves, and

---- - - , . t
murderers*, anu in proot ot this 1 reterreu to

tlii! fact that wo had carried tlie State in the
last election peacefully and triumphantly, with
the sole exception of one Congressional district,(that of Mr. Connor's.) while in other
Southern States the Republicans were de
bated by fraud and corruption and violence
and bloodshed. If this is abusing my own

race, God help us !
He charges ine with saying 4< the Government

bad done enough for the colored race ; that
colored men have nothing to complain of." »ic.
Suppose it was true that 1 did say so ? Let
uie ask my colored friends, HtS not the GeneralGovernment done all, yes all, far our race

that wisdom and intelligence can, and even

philanthropic love col Id, suggest ? lias the
General Government uot within the short space
of a few years lifted four million of our race

froin abject slavery to freedom and liberty? It
has not only done this, hut it has given us the
ballot by and through which we can main- !
tain this freedom. And not stopping
even at these unhoped-for blessings to an en

slaved race, it has enabled us as a people to
secure and hold office on equal terms with the
white race? Is not even the Presidential chair
opeu to our race as to any other ? Have we

ot in both Houses of Congress colored representat'ves? In Heaven's name, what more

can we ask? What more is there in the hands
of the General Government to he given? Yet
even this charge, as made against me, is utterly
untrue.

It is upon the records that a resolution was

offered, for which 1 v >tcd, asking yet another
boon, that of national education. And in the
face of all this Mr. Holland endeavors to injureme without cause.

With regard to the statement that I said the
colored people drew all their wages in whiskey,
it is ao absolutely unfounded that such an idea
has never entered into my thoughts. On the
contrary, the colored people of Texas are working,gaining means, receiving honors, increas
ing their stock, and educating, as best they can.
tlieir children, and in every way elevating onr

race to a high standard.
I have deemed it due to my friends at a distanceto thus notice thin uncalled-for blander of

a man who has not been in the State of Texas
for many years, and who can know nothing of
the people or the State, save from hearsay, and
is at present of rather too tender age to have
a very finished education. Hut, so far as the
people of this State are concerned, w here I am
known, I have not felt called upen to notice
the aforesaid letter of Mr. Holland, of Wash-
ingt<»n, D. C.

Trusting 1 will hare no further occasion
to notice him.

1 am, respectfully,
Richard Nki.son.

Letter from Richmond.

Richmoxd, Va., February 11, 1871.
7V the Editor yf the New National Era :

We have l>een experiencing very t-evere

weather for the past lew weeks, and the resolve
"to make Richmond to Virginia what Boston
is to Massachusetts" was never so fully appreciated(not in the sense intended) by me as at
the present writing. The sun, veiled behind
hick clouds, has appeared only at intervals, I

J -1 1 1 'lit * i t
4nu me earin, cimieu uv me neglect, wears

her frozen mantle with churlish humor. The
extreme csld has developed u vast aniuunt of
Miffsring among the colored people of thiB city ;

ruany of the tobacco factories are closed, and j
lal>or in various forni9 offering but little or no j
inducements to then, makes their case one ot
sad privation. Particularly is this so with the
renting class, as on them tlia burden falls most

heavily. It a tenant is delinquent and seeks
for extension of time, he is rigidly catechised
as to whom he voted for last election and for
whom he intends to vote next. In the study
of our political situatioa, 1 have come to the
conclusion that the best enforcement act we
can have will he one that puts land in some

cheap way under the feet of thrifty laboring
men ; and it is my belief that Republicanism
will continue unsuccessful in Virginia until
this is done. Our people are greatly moved in
regard to their personal rights, and have made
arrangements to hold a State convention here
in April, to which the beet aud most thought-
fill colored niea iu the State will be invited, jEducation, labor, the jury b^x, amd Ibe success
of the Republican party are the questions to be jconsidered. ^-Ksoh. !

The Xew National Era.

The New National Era, published at WashingtonCitv, is edited by Frederick l>ouglass,who is mnkisg an ahle and attractive paper out
.»t it. In appearance it considerably resembles
the National Era of other years which Oamn-
liel R.ulev edited, in the same city, in the days !
-i.- -i J-.: 1 ...* >
-NUI |>III Piatcij uonuiiuMi wits uiiiiOkl ii'J OlUfC
in the White House and in Congress. Well do
we remember when its weekly visits announced
the stage of the great conflict between slavery '
and the feeble few who were ostracised for their
devotion to freedom. We can not avoid con-
trailing the day when Hai ley's paper barelyescaped destruction by an infuriated pro slaverymob with the present, when one who was horn
and reared in slavery, and who was afterward
a fugitive froiu slave catchvrs, now publisheswithout molestation a paper more severe in its
tone, iu the same city, with the sympathy of
the whole nation attending him..ReligiousTelescope.
Honor.The New York World calls the

rioters at West Point "the court of honor."
Gov. Seymour called the murderers, pillagers,and orphan asylum burners of New York bis
' friends," and the World said "Amen." Its
polished sentences cover a hideous mass of corruptand treasonable sympathies.Williams- |perf dazettc.

Children's Kiglifs.Schools for All.

SPRKCII OF

1ION. WM. T. CLAHK, OF TEXAS,
IK TIIK

Jlouse of Representatives. February 8, 1871.

The House having1 under consideration the
bill (H. R. No. 1320) to establish a system of
Rational education.

Mr. CLARK. ot Texas, said:
Mr. Si'kakkr : liafore entering upon the

remarks which 1 desire to submit upon the pend
ihg hill to establish a system of national education,1 ask the Clerk to read the first portion
ot the preamble, which refers to the people in
regard to whom the greater portion of my
speech refers.
The Clerk read as follows :

"Whereas the Constitution of the United
States. »s recently amended more completely to

carry into effect the great principles for which
ir was ordained, has recognized the right of
lartre numbers of the people heictotore excludedto take part in the (Government, by whose
votes the most important and vital public questionsmay he determined."

.Mr. CLA%K. of Texas. Mr. Speaker, there
is a picture dear to every patriotic heart,
priz 'd beyond expression by the loyal people
of the South, found in many u ha^py home:
the picture representing the "reading of the
emancipation proclamation." The blazing
pine knot sheds its 1'gbt over nn assembled
group iu the cabin of the slave. Old and young
are there ; those who prayed long years tor the
dawu of liberty, and at last realize "the glory
of the coming of the Lord," and those who new

see their bright young hopes fulfilled escaping
as by a miracle from a fate more terrible than
death. The child no longer compelled to hide
his book. brings it to the light, and visions ol
the school and the teacher dance through ins
mind and make his little heart leap tor joy.
Time will never efface that scene from the
minds of those people; their children's childrenwill be taught to revere it and to repeat
its lessons throughout all future generations.
Opr own independence as a nation has ever

been commemorated with thanksgiving and
joy, but never have we in all our enthusiasm
couie up to the full measure of the rejoicing
with which the freedrnen hail each returning
aunivcsarv of their liberation troni bondage.
By the devotion of the best and noblest in the
land were they made free, and their conduct
since emancipation proves that they appreciate
every sacrifice made in their behalf. We followedup our victory over the cc-sed monster
slavery by incorporating into the organic law
of the country, there to remain forever, the
thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth amendments,and we have thrown around the ballotboxthe protecting teg is of the whole power of
this Government.
We have said to all the poor, the weak, and

ignorant; " Go to the polls and vote without
prejudice, without intimidation." We have
uot said as yet : " There is the school ; go and
fit yourselves for an intelligent, participation in
public affairs." To provide that school, free
to ail, is Wiiat this bill proposes to do.to
emancipate the whole people of whatever r; ce
or color from the slavery of ignorance. '' Teach
us, teach lis," is the cry all over the South to

day. "See whit we hrve done for ourselves
in spite of the indiffere -ce of tlu>sc aroend us,
in spite of their ir-tilts and outrages." "Bead
the reports of our friends, many of whom have
sacrificed their lives to redeem us from the
intellectual darkness in which we have so long
groped." 1 read from the last reports of the
superintendents stationed in Texas and Louisianain charge of the Bureau of Education.
Mr. Stevenson says :

" Feeling Against Schools..Tn certain localitiesthere is a very strong feeling aguiust
schools for the colored people, though oppositionusually amounts only to a refusal to sell
land for a school site, or declining to permitschools to be held in churches which have been
turned over to colored people.
" In a late tour L was assured tl^vt an agent

of the (jSovcrnment on such business us mine
could not safely go to tb« localities prop sod,
I was obliged to change inj plans and take
another route. The county scat of one ol tbe>e
ounties is not over sixty miles frniu Austin.
The militia aud State police bills which have
just been passed will correct the evil. Tin re
is a large nortion of the State east of tbr
Trinity river which has had no assistance since
the abolishment of the old agency system of the
bureau. There have been two causes for this
difficulty of getting there and the leeling ol
personal insecurity.

44 Htttc-r Class..The better class of planters
have learned that a school-house is the load
stone which attracts labor, and they are buildingscnooi-hous'.s ou their plantations and
making every effort to get teachers. Though
the S tuthorn people are not educated up to the
point of teaching themselves, still there is
already perceived change in the tone of the
public press and in pubi c sentiment wall
reference to the treatment ol teachers ol colored
Schools.
" A Southern Man..Prejudice against teach

ers ha* been so strongthat but one Southern man
of standing has had the moral courage to adopt
teaching a colored school as a profession. This
gentleman, a Mr. Scaly, of llrenhaiu, is a man
of culture and good capacity. It is a matter
of regret that there are not more instances of
a similar kind to record, and it is to be hopedthat ti.is isolated ease is hut the earnest of
what is soou to follow.'CaptainMcCresry says:

4* Land for School-Houses.. Another great
trouble we have had is to obtain deeds ol the
latid on which we desired to erect houses.
Often those who profess to be in favor of cdu
eatiug the freadmen will not convey to trusteesforany consideration the necessary ground
unon which to en et tho htlildimr Thptr h.iv.

.; . » J110 objection to tho (jovernment putting uj
houses On their own places, hut they decidedly
object to giving title to others lor that pur
pose. * We do not want the negroes to get
a hold' has been the reply given us everywhere.

" /turning School Houses..During the year
we have had three school-houses destroyed byincendiaries; one in Bossier parish, in this
State; one in l.umur county, Texas; and theother in Collin county, in the same State. Thelast was horned only a few days ago.44 Teachers Driven Away..In a number of
places where we could have had schools we
have hewn prevented frnn eo doing by our
teachers being driven away on reaching the
place er shortly after opening school. One of
our teachers in Henderson county, Texas, was
stripped, covered with tar and cotton, and let
loose, and warned to leave the place in two
minutes. At the end of that time, as he was
assured, a valley of nutsketry weald be fired at
hira. He at once fled.

44 Summary of the Year's Work..When we
came here we found but live schools in operationin the satire district, with an averageattendance of about one hundred and fifty pupils. Some others appeared on the various
papers received; hut they bad been closed byreason of the hot weather. We hegan work at
once, and our report now shows fifty sevenday and night schools, with an attendance of3,t»o4 scholars.

44 Pay by FSreedmen..This has been donealmost entirely by the fisedmen themselves.We have paid teachers out of the bureaufund sines last August. After that time the* i.. -f-ii *« >
icaiucm »»i an me souoois in tli'1 entire district
sure one were supported by the colored people.They have paid in this way, during the year,up to the 80th of the present month, aboutfourteen thousand eight hundred and seventyfivedollars, a surprising amount consideringthe obstacles to lie encountered. A z<*al hasbeen manifested in the causa of education andthirst for knowledge worthy of all praisa."National Education..Aa tha result ol
my experience in the South, I am more than
ever convinced that education should be made
national. The Southern States have never had
a thorough system of free schools. Before the
war the wealthy educated their children at
home by meuns of tutors and geveruesscs, till
ready to be sent to colleges or seminaries. A
free school to them savored of charity, and was
hardiy considered respectable, it wasregardtdsomewhat a* a free lodging-house, free soup,
or a free vaccination i» »n eouie pans of the

North. The same spirit, to a certain extent,
still prevails.

"There is a pood State system of free schools
started in Louisiana, and the same thing is l»e-
inp attempted in Texas ; but the people gene
raliv regard it with apathy, niid take little or
no interest tin rein. The whites own the propertyand are opposed to being taxed to support

I schools for the blacks. 1 presume this feeling
is general throughout the South.
"When, therefore, the fostering eare of the

Government withdrawn tr<m the bureau
schools, 1 bar m»ny of them will languish and
finally die out. Nothing, in my judgment, hut
an efficient system of public education c««n
ever prevent the>e States from relapsing into a

condition in many respects almost as bad as

they were before the war. The Slate has »

i right 'o make soldiers lor its defence ; has its
military schools for that purpose, ft. has an

equal right to see that every child is properly
prepared for cit;f"? «hit>.

Sctirrifi/ of Scho'4* of any kind..Some
vpert of this country are hi mentally destitute
of schools pf any hoid. As an instance. Sabine
parish, in this State, is about sixty miles long
and thirty broad, with an area ofabout eigbteau
hundred square miles. There in not in it a
school of any kind, public or private, white or

colored ; not una. It is no wonder the people
are opposed to negro schools there, where they
will not have vhite ones.
"Everv Mack mnu who was sammoned on

the jury by the sheriff*last year in that parish
was sliot. hung. or driven out of the county. In

i W inn parish, aero*.- u « ;vtr, h similar state
of society prevails. There are several other
parishes in this State, and a number of counties
in Texas of the fame description.

44 Want of Teachers..One great obstacle in
the improvement of the freeduien here is the
want of teachers. This district is so remote.
lawless, and violent that they justly hesitate
to come t<> these parts, and there are but few
in the country,
"There is probably more of the old slavery

spirit here than in any other part of the South.
Thousands of negroes arc practically in a state
of bondage yet. Many of the planters will not
allow school-houses on their places, or suffer
their colored children to go to school. Where
we have schools we experience great difficulty
in sending letters and documents to our tench-
crs. Sulphur Springs, Hopkus county, Texas,
is a place of this character. In that place there
are now twenty widows and seventy five orphan
children, whose husbands and fathers have been
murdered since the close of the war. We

I wrote in vain to our teacher there; our letters
were never given him. Having been driven
away finally, be came hither and reported the
above facts." ()

Mr. Speaker, 1 would not have it understood
that there is no better state of things in Texas
to-day. There is a more healthy tone in pub
lie opinion, and it is backed up. by an efficient
State police. The people are more and more
inclined to assist, in the preservation of order,
and to devote themselves to the encourage-
im-nt of education. 1 desire it to be known,
however, what these peo»de have accompdished,
in the face of every ob.ecle, toward their mentaland moral improvement

Let me remark her* t hat during all myobser-
vation in the South in the past ten years 1 have
become convinced that the surest, most feasiblew iy to overcome the prejudice against
the colored man, and to harmonize his inter
csts with those of the white race, is to insist
upon the education «f both ; for generally one
is us ignorant us the other where this bitternessexists, which ripens so often into outrage
and murder. Exchange the whiskey-shop for
the school-room, the howie kn'fe for the pen,
the pistol and shot gnu for the slate a^u pencil,
and you will find this policy mote effective than
whole armies of troops, whether .State or Federal.The common school, free school, is the
nursery of true Republicanism or true Democracyif you will; the great leveler, where each
paszes for what he is worth morally a: d iruellectnally; ho more, no less.
No one who has not witnessed it can annre-

ciate the eagerness anil enthusiasm with which
the freedinen have labored to build up their
homes, and plant in t.e- r midst the church
and the ichool-l op so. The traveler through
my htate will come a poo many a little village
just beyond the old towns, lie will be struck
with the uir of thrift and industry pervading
the place ; each little frame dwelling or more
humble hut in a tidy inclosure adorned with
dowers aud shrubs; in the center of all the

I church and school bouse combined, built bytheir own hands and supported by their hard
earnings, relying occasionally on the contributionsfrom the Bureau of KJucat on, which
have now ceased altogether. Impatiently are

i! they waiting lor our excellent school system
to be put into successful operation. I he pres
ent Legislature will make this tlieir first and
meat prominent duty, 1 have no don lit. No
State in the Union has a more magnificent fund
or a more comprehensive system, yet, out of
two hundred thoii-aud persons of scholastic
age ihere are less than sixty thousand attendingauv school whatever, nor is there a free
school in the Slate except those organized by
the bureau ; and those are not tree as the
people of the North and West understand frwo
schools.
Ot ttiis school fund in Texas, the Governor

in his recent message, one of the ablest »Siate
papers I have read lor many a day, says:

" According to my estimate of the school
fund, the actual cash (or equivalent) gold value
of it is now upward of £-,."»7r>,000. The items
which have not already boen realized and
placed in the Treasury will be so within a few
months, and when we recollect that the
sehool fund was not long since given up in
the minds of most people as totally lost, the
above result is very gratifying. J recommend
that you authorize all the above sums, as fast
as realized, to be converted in United States

j bonds, and also that similar disp..giton be
authorized of proceeds of side of school lands
or public domain, and of the two per cent, per
annum received from the railroads, on account
of the sinking fund.

" The money received from these sources
constitute* what the Constitution denominates
the 4 puoiic school fund '

proper. The interI. A i v « ii- *
bm. ui luim iuuu, ana tne pou-iux, aua the onefourthof the ordinary States, and the proceedsof Much special school tux an the Legislature
may authorize, is to he appropriated by yourhody atinuaJly to the support of common I
schools. If those portions ol the fund not now
yielding interest are speedily invested in United
JState-i bonds I think that for the current year
the sum of #.">(H),OUO may be expected as dis I
|)osabie by appropriation for maintenance of
public schools, without resorting to the iuipo-nit ion of any special school tax ; and 1 recuin-
mend an appropriation of that amount to
the establishment and maintenance of public
schools, such appropriation to be drawu ouly
troiu funds especially disposable for school
purposes."
There are, besides these funds, over one bunIdred million acres ot State lands absolutelydevoted to school pur|H)8es.i Now, having such a large foad and the posIsibility of such an excellent system of public

instruction, why ask lur national interference?
I answer: this tuml was accumulated under
the auspices of the man whose memory is most
revered in Texas to-day, and justly ho.Uov.
Houstoi ; and but lor the secessionists, who

; secure i control 01 >"c mate aixl plunged*ltinto the rebellion, it would have long since
been properly applied to the support of com-
nion schools, if such a thing were possible amid
the baleful influences of slavery. Nothing was
too sacred to prevent its seizure by the Democjracy in order to carry out their netarioas design
of destroying the Union. '1'he school fund was

dissipated and by many supposed to be irre-
trievubly lost, and but for the efforts of a few
good and true men would never havt been
recovered. It is in great part restored, but
who can tell what will be its fate should the
control of tha Slate again pass into ths hands
of the enemies of *he Government. We judgeof the future by the past.

1 take up the last platform of the Democracyof Texas, fresh from the molding hands
of its choicest spirits. I find one loug, wearyhowl against Republieau rule, one wretched
lamentation over loss of power, and a yearniug jfor the spoils once more. Not one word ou the
all absorbing subject now before the people,their education. Hy ihe iguorauee of the
masses they have heretofore triumphed j by

their ignorance they hope atrain to win power;
and by their ignorance to retain it.
"The greatest good to the greatest number'

whs an old max ins of the I>em<-cratic party;
but the greatest number was alawys nnirber
one. t'nder the present administration of the 1

Ktate of Texas this bill wili there be inoperative,for all the necessary means of education
will 1»« provided by the State ; but should the
time ever come when the State should neglect
or refuse to keep up the schools, 'then the nationaltioverninent, under the provisions of this
bill, may step in to save its children from isrno-
ranoe and crime. Hut, Mr. Speaker, my interestin this bill is not confined to its influence
on hit State, or on any one State. It is a
measure which demands the most serious attentionof every man who has at heart the public
gc d.
We sre entering upon a now era in the historyof this country, and "every man aspiring

to the character of a statesman must endeavor
to enlarge his views to meet the new state of
things. He must aim at an adequate Comprehensionof it, and instead of being satisfied
with that narrow uolitical sagacity, which, like
the power ot minute vision, sees -mall things
accurately hut can see nothing else, he must
look to the far horizon ami embrace in his
broad survey whatever the series of recent
events has brought into connection with the
country whose interests he studies to serve."
We lire told this hill is unconstitutional,

that it is interfering with rights of the Siates.
Sir, shall we never have done with this heresy
of." Slate right*?" It was unconstitutional
tf> attempt to relieve the garrison at Sumter in
1861. It was unconstitutional t.» coerce a «taie
into the Union. All the acts enforcing obedienceto the laws since 1861, to secure equal
rights to all under the law, have been by the
opponeuts of this bill declared to be " uncon-!
si national, revolutionary, and void." And
now this act. having nauirht in view but the
promotion of tiia general welfare in its largest,
truest sense, is also declared to be uuconstitutioaal.

'1'he gentleman from New Jersey in a recent
speech denied the right of Congress to legislate
for schools in his citate. Did lie ever object to
the law permitting the bloodhounds to pursue
a fugitive from shivery across his State ? Was
that law enacted to promote the geaeral web t
fare? The gentleman prides himself, and well
he may, on his fin# schools. We had evidence
of the success ot his people in that direction in
the recent elections ; and, if his schools con-
tinue to flourish, we may hope soon to see the
last Democrat elected from that State. Once
place this bill on the statute book, and let its
benefits lie enjoyed, even for a year, and no

party will ever dare to touch it Its hold upon
the people would be stronger than any party
ties :

" Pallrdinm of our liberties !
Llulwarks of freedom I"

They are our common schools, free schools,
But, Mr. Speaker, there arc those who object

to the compulsory clauses in this hill, as if the,
was a new feature in education. Even Ne.v
England, with all her proud record, cannot, lay
claim to originality in this record, as I will
-how. 1 read from an article in the Christian
Union:

" The advocates of compalsory education are
accustomed to extol their favorite project us
one of the peculiar develor.moots of modem
political economy; as the cflloresoence of nineteenthcentury civilization. Tue opponents of
compulsion in education, on the contrary, re-

gard it as a questionable innovation, an vn-j
tried experiment of more than double expediency; that is, among a free people, liuth
parties agree in treating the question a*

essentially modern. Yet the idea is a very
old one, and the practice sufecientlv ancient
to he venerable. Three hundred years ago.
ii hundred years before the Pilgrim Father*
agreed that in every community of the colony
they were about to plant a public school-house
should stand bv the side of the house of worship.thesturdy S-otch reformer, John Knox,
declared it 'of neccsitie. that eve-y several
kirk should have one schoolmaster appointed.'* * * 'Such a one at, least us was able to
teach grammar and the Latin tongue * * *

'that, there should be created in every notable
town* a 'colledge in which the arts, logic,
rliethorick, together with the tongues, should
he read by the masters, for whom honest stipendsshould be appointedand further,
' that fair provision should be made for the
poor,' in especial those who come from the
landward,' and were 4 not able by their friends

nor by themselves to be sustained at letters.'
"The records of Scottish communities during

and subsequent to thcsestnrmy times show that
this regard for education.the education of all
cla>ses.was not peculiar to .John Knox. An
interesting volume just published in Glasgow,
entitled Fifiana; or. Memorials of the Fast of
Fife, contains a number of extracts from the
record of the Kirk session of Anstruther
Wester, which throw much light on the state
of popular opinion regarding public education
iu the sixteenth century. The quaint style
and irregular spelling of the time are preserved
in our quotations:

44 'October 26, 159")..Anent the eomplent
given by llenrie Lunyngham, doctor iu the
school], the session think ineit that all the
youth in the tonn be caused to com to school, to
be teaehed. And that sic as are puir shall be
furnished upon the coutone expenses; and gii
onv puir retusis to com to scbooll, help sic
thing as they neid and requir shall he refused
to them. And as for sic as are able to sustain
their hairnes at schooll and do their dewtie to
the teacher for them, they will be comiuandit
to put them to school, that they may be brocht
vp in the feir of God and vertue. Quhilk if
they refuse to do, they sail be callit before the
session and admonished of thair dewtie ; and
elter fuhunnishnu thev mem! lint tuiolim-
onlour shall he taken wit them at the disci's-
tiot of the session. And the magistrates and
couBsell shall be desyred to take fra them the
quarter paymentfor their child, and ana dewtie,
vfter ther discretion for the day 's meat, as it
shall co about vnto them, wh.'dder they put
their bairuea to school or not.'
"This is a clear case of compulsory educa

tion for ritdi uud * puir,' With a tine for recalci-
trant parents. The 4 daye's meat' appears to
have been a forced contribution of lood front
the wall-to-do to their less fortunate neigh-
bors. 4 Aueut the puir,' it stems that they
were reasonably well cared for on the condition
that they suffered their 4 bairnes' to be 4 brocht
vp ih the fetr of (.Jod and vertue.' If theywould not, and did not4seik' after the same
4 vartue ' * themseltis,' they had to suffer for it,
as the next eotry shows :
*iiNovember 18..Anent the puir, it is thoet

meit that a visitation shall be; aud sic helpshall be maid to them that ar altogether vnable,
that may not travell to thenwlfis. Ami the
young shall get no alaiess hut on condition
that tba cam to school, qnhilk sa mony as does
shall be helpit, and the manner of their helpshall be: they shall hait thrie hours granted
to them everie day throw the toun to seek their
tneit, ane honr in the morning fra nyn to ten,
at midday fra twell to ana, and at nycht tra
six hours furth, and the peiple are to be de-
sired to be helpful to sic as will give thernsel
to any vertue, and as for uthersto deall lyardly[sparinglyj with them to dryve them to seik
after vertue.' j i

44 Besides compulsory attendance, two other
practices, popularly reputed to be of modern j <

invention, namely, official inspection and
graduated instruction, were in vogue in those
early days before the Mayflower It ft the stocks,

* 4Meptemher 7, lt>00..Item uncut the
schooll. Agreid with Hfoierie Cunyngham that
the pure of the toun shall bo put to the [school]and sa many of them as has mgyue[genius] and he taks paines upon them
sail giv lyv sh. iu tue tpiarter, quhiik the sessionsail pay. He sail try out the bairoes.
They sell be brought bcfoir the session be the <
elders of the quarter. The session sail enter <
them to the scule, and try ther pert!ting, and
a caus recompense according to his paines jand ther perilting. And as for vther yt. are <
net able to perflt, yt they may raid or wreit,
wkidder it be for want [ofj lugyn, or tyna to 1

await on, sic shall be caused to lern the Lord's <

prayer, the comandes, and belev, the heads of I
the catecbieme that are demanded on the ex-1
amiuation to the cemmuoion, quhiik travell
aiso tue session will acknowledge and recom- i
pense; and as for the standing yearly d wiic,
refers that to tue coun.vl of the tt.uu lo tuk<*
ordour out.' i

" For close upon u cntnrv this plua spftns
to have worked well,and all the bairnes of the
toun ' got more or lass instruction. Unt a

generation arose which knew not Joseph, nor
heeded the advice ot' John kuox. Hard times
come withal ; and worse than that, the schoolmaster,Wee Davie,' who was likewise pre I
eontor and session clerk, did not get on well
with the minister. The consequence appears
in the last entry, which we shall copy :

"'1 M'iv. 1 TOO..The session apj>oints aney
thre elders to clear aeeounts with the school-!
master, and pay what io due to him by the
se-*iun against Whitsunday next., and likewise
infornie him that they have no design to keep
any schoolmaster nor precentor, both vpon
account of the indisposition of the minister
antl the poverty of the place.
"At the end of the month the record curtly

states that 'this day Mr. David Bollingali,
schoolmaster, precentor, ar.d session clerk, did
dimit.'

" There is an important lesson to be learned
from this representative experiment, namely,
that comj uls .ry education cannot tie depended
on as a local measure. II the enforce I in
structiou of the rising generation is a public
necessity it is evident that the law providing for v

it must be something more than a local enact,
incnt, which personal ' indisposition '

or the 1

poverty or petiunousnesH of the, community
cause to lie set aside." 1

To show that the snoject of compulsory (
education is attracting the attention ot the 1
leaders of public opinion i quote stili further,
and th:s time from tie- Kv rs -Saturday :

"Would we have education, then, contpul- '

sory? We would have tiie people educated at '

all events, call the process what you will, t'an 1
private rights be sequestered t » anv extent. .

1

property be taken ami lives sacrificed, tor the «

public goal mid yet the tioveriiiuei t not in* at *

liberty to expel ignorance from the mind* it is ?

hurting, even fur the sake of the salvation ot (

the country? They have never so understood '
it in the koine of the Puritans. Education "

has always been compulsory in Masssch -setts, '

where the towns are eowpel'ed to provide x

schools and school officers, and parents and
others having charge of children are ob'ig"n,
under suitable penalties, to *ee ttiac they have 1
a certain amount ot schooling. Will any *

Massachusetts man hesitate to compare the t
fruits of this system with the state of things v

where cotnpnlsory education is regarded as v

something to l>e dreaded ? Look at the sta- 1
tistics of illiterate children, another name for
the statistics of vagrancy, vcc, and crime, j *

embodied in the recent report of the Com
miasioner of Kducation. Nearly three thou 1
sand children leading idle or dissolute lives in I f
the streets of San Francisco; titty thousand c

youth in Wisconsin growing up iu ignore ce ; 11

seventy live thousand in Pennsylvania.»wenty u

thousand of them in Philadelphia aloce ; and H

iu New York city so little real I v known about "

the matter that the estimates of the number of
ignoraut children range from twenty io siXiy t
thousand! Do we need, utter perusing such >

representative figures, to study the conditio ! t
of the Southern States, with their beclouded '

masses (more than two million blacks und ^
poor whiles.) in order to see where loe future >

danger of tins country is coming from, or to v

got incentives for instant en leaver* to avert it V ^
"It is impossible to think of the sr'ijcct.atal) >s

without seeing that it is one ol eminently nr- »
tional concern. It is a poor consolation to any '
one State that it does its duty to its youth in t

respect to education, when tbe ignorance ot t
surrounding States is constantly pouring in t
over its borders, when its own citizens arc J
regularly emigrating to communities cursed by j h

neglect of their young, and win n it is bound up
iu the welfare and late of a common nation- <

ality. As a nation we cannot afford to allow I
this dry-rot of ignorance to continue, much less t
to spread. We have ample powers to cleanse t
the national mind of this sore disgrace, this t

prolific evil, this unparalleled danger, and we
shallbe recreant if wo do not use them." j I

The following is from the Austin Journal.
(official,) one of the ablest papers in the country; '

"If the young men are unc ired for, the lie
public is put in peril, and the instruction of tinchildrenis the best economy for the State. If

tbecriminalnr« ......... ..i'

vice, the ignorant are the reserves from whenc e ]
L'o ne the constant supply of recruits. The
amount, therefore, spent, in education is saved
in jails, courts, and prisons! .

"The boy who has received the stimulus of
knowledge is in the pathway of usefulness and
respectability, an I will surely return to tt>«
Siate the cost of his instruction; while other
wise he is 111 a fair way to become a waif, a
^treet Arah, and a public burden. The princi-pie of compulsory education has been incorporated into the State constitution ot Texas ; but
the present school law is defective in the ex

pressiou of this idea, and when school privilegesbecome practical and universal an amendment
will be needed here.''

1 close this branch of the subject by quoting <
again from the message of the <J ivernor ot
I'exus, whose views are the exponent of the (
sentiment of a large proportion of the right-minded, thinking men of the State :

"The law passed at your last session seems t
in many respects impracticable, and not likely \
to carry out the spirit of the excellent provi- |sions >i the constitution. 1 will instance here !
the enactment iu that law for enforcing too edu- I
cation of children. The constitution makers c
Seemed to reason that parents or gtard'ans 1
could not wilfully permit children under th.-ii r
cure to grow up iu ign< ranee wt hunt theiu- j 1

selves becoming guilty ©fan offense against *

the public welfare. 'I'ne constitution evidently 1
intended the infliction of a substantial punish- v

ineut on such persons, but the enactment on a
that subject iu the law will by iu >st of such I
Jelimiueuts hardly be considered a punish- t
ruent." i

The hnnadt llnvor^AP LnMj'i .1i

of men he has to deal, ui.«i he is not afraid to c
Lake the responsibility of enforcing the cduca- r

liou of the rising generation.
Mr. Speaker, 1 regard this as the most importantmeasure now before the country. I

believe tiie passage of this bill is demand <1 by
every consideration of patriotism ami justice,
its the one thing more than all others which will «-

place our country on the high road to pros- '

perity and happiness. Millions of children '

starving for the food of knowledge tv out for h
it. Thousands of our youth groping their way v

through the purlieus of vice, siiut out fr«-»ui v

every influence for good, down, to the death ul '

the felon, stretch out thair to u- for help. Yoa 1
talk of revenue reform, labor reform, w unan's \rights! It is the children's rights that 1 advo- i
cate. Kaventie reform 1 Would you reduce the s
taxes? Invest your time and influence in 1
measures for the prevention of crime. Labor '
reform! Would you properly adjust the rela- c
tious between capital and labor? Ii si>t on 1

educated and skilled labor, linild the school- j i

house and the work sh >p side by side. Educate t
the workuiau and you will double your capital, t
at the same time giving him a home where can- I
tentment reigns. At the root of all your projectsof reform lies this great question of edu- i

cation. You cannot escape it. Torn which f
way you will, it meets you lace to face. Con u

[juwr ignorance and every other wueuiy of the i

public weal is at your leet. Then, sir, let us a
meet this question like statesmen, as those who r
must give an account of our stewardship, not h
nuly to the constituency which we may for the li
time being represent, but as those who say h
iv licit, wa uu v l» .A * v- 1

""v *""V WW " ui»»/ UU IIL'IC IUI «J

aur whole country, for the world, ier humanity. ^
Believing that the government of the people j h

by tiie peu|>le aud for the people shall not per- t
ish trom the earth, upou us> devolves the solemn .1
duty to see that the people are properly trained
for the exercise of that government.
Wheu that day shall come, when the means a

pf education shall have been provided for every c

child in tins land and its beaeBts secured to c

each and all, tiieu another picturcwill present ii
itself as the crowning glory of American pro- V
i^ress, the "emancipation from the thralldoui 01

[)f ignorance." 1 see it now. The church and c<

the school-house on every hill-top and iu every tk
valley from the Potomac to the Rio tirande ; t
crowde of happy children singing on their way
to the free fountains of learning, their voices
mingling with the song of the plowman and <1
the reaper, and the busy hum ot the mill and 01

the factory ; all bitterness and prejudice ah n

jorbed in a proud emulation t» work together i

for the coinmon good.a people contented and o

united once more in heart as well as in name 1

An\ «)«c« !<<m than ten line* i« charged the rata of a full
n.junr.v

All advertisement* Mvgpyinf ! than aquarter of a coluntilart* >n :iite«i t«v th< - (tiara.
Advertisement* ia*ero-d for a time than three moctb

»r> har|t''>l transient raO*.

TIip (>n*u«i.
Soma littaraatliiK Klftirf* - W htra "Ilia

Sent of Kmptrc" la.
(Kmm the Pkilarf *lphia ledger, Fi l»rtiary 1A.]

In another part of this tpnruing's issue of the
Ledger wu publish a few short tables of tignro*
compiled from the recent census returns, that
ure worthy of some study. In the first the
States ure arranged in the order of their populatev beginning with the millions of New
York and Pennsylvania, and ending with the
Mate of Xeiada, whiek contain* fewer j»eoni«than one of the wards of the city of Philadelphia.The oMier tallies nrrauye the States into
vari ns groups, not only interesting in themselveshut suggestive »»f others ef equal interest.Turniug to the fir-<t talde let us take
he sevca States standing at the head of the
list, and we find their rauk according to populationto he as follows: 1, New York ; 2, Pennsylvania;3, Ohio; 4. Illinois; r>, Missouri; 1-,
Indiana; 7. Massachusetts. IP-re weob«er\e
ha' four out of the seven most populous
Vat s ure 'new States;" that is. they were
rot inelrded in the original "thirteen."
ind Some other significant changes. At the
buud.ition of the tJove-nment under the prerntCo istitution, in 178'*, the four States then
it the head of th*» list in point of population
vere 1, Virginia; 2, Pennsylvania; 3. North
Carolina ; 4. Massachusetts. In making coinviri-onbetween the rank of the leading States
>1 that- dav, and tt»e leading States of the |>res-iit,we miss Virginia. She then stiiol first,
vhilst nuw (if the Siafe bad not been divided)ihe would have ranked in the seventh place,
>r next after Indiana; Massachusetts, which
n 1790 stood fourth on the list, now holds ths
eventh place; North Carolina, which stood
hird now rimU'j foiirf«4»»»»K lintI-
ania, which occupied the second place at the
eginring of the Ijo.-ernmcut, holds the same
ngli position etill It may be iiid, with strict
ruth, of oar g.and old Commonwealth, thut
i.nidst all the veissitudes of cf t vjing populaionshe has kept to the 44 evru tenor of her
cav." The steadiness of"her growth and deeloptnentis characteristic of her steady ways
ti other respects.
Hut Pennsylvania has not only he'd her plait

teadily as second in the list ol'the great States,
nit what is quite not-ceable in the last census,
he percentage of inc ease in our State is ai uost
recisely the same as the ave-age percentage
f increase for the whole United States, being
,hout twenty-one per cent, in each ca*«. In the
natter of absolute increase of nuinta'rs, howver,Pennsylvania he-us the list of the old
itatcs in the last decade. Iter increase in pepuationfront HtiO to 1870 being 040,778, whilst
hat of New York is but 4N3.676. Referring to
mother of the tables we li id that the p >pulaiouof Pennsylvania is about equal to that of
he thirteen Stetes of Co inecticut, Arkansas,
A'est Virginia, Minnesota, Knns.'», Vermont,
sew llantnahire. R ode Island, Florida. PeLrere,Nebraska, O.egon, and Neveda. I'b«sc
Hates cast twenty-six votes in the United
hates Senate, whilst Pennsylvania, with the
ante population, casts iwo, which causes th'*
miance in that branch of the Legislate.e to
ake a rather anti-Republican slant. Hy another
aide, we find that the aggregate population of
he six New Knglard .States of Massachusetts,
daine. Connecticut, New llamnsbire, Vermont,
iitd Rhode Island falls considerably short of
ho population of Pennsylvania, although they
ast twelve votes in the Seaate to our two.
n the case of the thirteen States just above
turned, they also cast twenty-six senatoria l
electoral votes in the election for President ot
he United Suites against Pennsylvania's two
icoatoriul electoral votes, and the six New
England States cast twelve such votes agaiust
tur two in the sanm w.'V. All this is according
Lo the Constitution, of course, but it is uot repvseutationaccording to popalation, and r»-lectionupon it ought to check the admission
jf States with meagre populations.
One of the other tables ptesent* still another

.*iew of tnis same general subject. Right
States standing at the head of tiie list «f States
untain just one-half of tiie who'e population»f tiie United States. These ara New York,
'ennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Missouri, Indium.Massachusetts, and Kentucky. It rcptiresthe aggregate population of the other
wenty-nine States to equal the populatian of
bese eight. In this case nineteen millions of
teople in twenty-nine States have fiftv-oiglit
otes in the Senate and in the Electoral Celeg«"*,while nineteen ami a quarter millions of
ictiple in eight States have but sixteen votes
it the Senate, and sixccen senatorial electoral
rotes in the choice of a Presidaut. We presentthis xiew of the case also to those who are

mger to make "ifw States'' out of Utah,
Jolorado, New Mexco, Ac.
We hear a great deal about the "empire of

lie Paeific States,'* and the "empire of the
rane-Mtssissippi States," and tho preponderinceof the Western States. With the new
it* showing exact'y how all this is ia reality,
*e present three other tabias, exhibiting the
xipulation of the Pacific States, the trans-
Mississippi States, and the States of the Atanlicsea coast respectively. An inspection
if these will show that the three Pacific States
lave an aggregate population about equal ta
hat of the city of Philadelphia. The State*)
iVest of the Mississippi, including the Pacific
kales, have about one-sixth of the whole popu- i
ation of the United States; while the tweuty
itates immediately situated along the Atlantic
unl Gull shores have nearly twenty-one milionsof people. The "seat o. empire" has
herefore not yet left the Atlantic coast 1MB,
nuch less gone west of the Mississippi, aad the
levelopment of this fact will not he agreeable
0 the " Capital movers," who want to take
he seat of Government to the'Yalley of the
Mississippi.
Still Another Ku-lilu\ Outrage.
W« are excessively mortified to have to reordan outrage committed upon the par.-an of

1 negro man in this city last night. Tfee victim
s a citizen of riumpter county, Alabama, where
ie holds a commission as daputy sheritt. lie
vats here on some business, and w:i« Btuviu.r
mli a negro friend in the outskirts of the city.
V band of disguised men entered und seized
iiiu, ami carried ban awiy from the hou*e ton
dace where they stripped hiiu naked, and b#*_
inn on the bare skin almost to death. The?
pared his life, and this is the story he tei'a
liiueelf to-day. If this he true.and we have
10 reassn to doubt it.there has been an act
iommitted which, as a public journalist, we are
>ound to eoudenin. This is the tirst outrage
ipon a negro by disguised men that has eeeured
n this city within our knowledge, and we hope
he law will ferrit out the perpetrators and
>unish them.
P. S..This item wa» obtained and written

lown early this morning. Since then we leatn
urther that the negro w as beaten most brutally,
ind almost mangled into jelly. After beating
uitil nearly dead, they turned him loose naked,
ad told him they would give him a chance to
an for his life, which offer he accepted and did
lis best. Many shote were tired alter him us

it: ran, and some bullets whistled near his
iead. His money, pistol, and clothes were lett
icliiud as a trophy tor the K. K. There was a

;eneral talk this morning about rapid tiring
ieard last night, snd if this negro's story is
rue about it, it is accounted for.. Meridian
Mercury, 4th.

The Yolo Democrat, in commenting upon the
laming fact that certain colored and mulatto
bildreu are allowed the opportunities for prournigan education, closes its article by assert
ig that " whites and blacks will not mix well."

cannot see by what process of reasoning
ur contemporary comes to this conclusion, tor
ertainly the experience of the Democrats in
le South has been directly to the contrary..
levator.

Didn't Move in Good Socibtt..The late
Ifiorge Tioknor had a decided aversion to radislismand radicals. It is roiatedthal Taacke»v<>nco asked him if he knew Theodore Parker,
nd that he replied iu the negative. Willi a lo.ik
I disdain; whereupon Thackeray nam, "l'hqu
am afraid you don't move in the bast society.

ml


